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W elcome to this sample of our Morning Time Explorations: Space! We are so glad you will 
be exploring such a fun topic with us this month. Here are just a few notes to get you 
started. 

In Jessica's Book Picks, you will find delightful books that are worthy of adding to your own home 
library. If you can’t, no problem, but if you are wondering which books to buy, these are them. The 
remainder of the book list is open to substitution from your local library or home collection. They are 
suggestions of good books, but make the plans work for you. 

The Do It section are activities for your Morning Time Table, do as many of these as you want to build 
a great experience. Don’t forget the Live Events held twice each month and your audio downloads of 
the memory work selections and song. You can plan what you are going to do on the included 
calendar. 

The Strew It section is for the books and activities that you can leave laying around for your children 
to experience on their own. These activities can be done while you read aloud to them in Morning 
Time or at other times of the day. 

In the last section, For More Exploration, you will find ideas for activities outside of your Morning 
Time. Consider choosing at least one as a celebration of all you have learned and enjoyed about 
Space. 

Finally, at the end of your Explorations be sure to complete the form linked on that final page to be 
mailed your monthly badge (sticker) and Explorations poster. 

Welcome to Morning Time Explorations



Jessica’s Book Picks 
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Book List
Nonfiction: 
Counting on Katherine: How Katherine 
Johnson Saved Apollo 13 by Helaine Becker  
Margaret and the Moon by Dean Robbins  
The Man Who Went to the Far Side of the 
Moon by Bea Uusma  
Schyffert Moonshot: The Flight of Apollo 11 
by Brian Floca  
To the Stars!: The First American Woman to 
Walk in Space by Carmella Van Vleet  
Above and Beyond: NASA's Journey to 
Tomorrow by Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich  
The Hubble Telescope by Derek Zobel  
Exploring Space: From Galileo to the Mars 
Rover and Beyond by Martin Jenkins  
Curiosity: The Story of a Mars Rover by Markus 
Motum  
You Wouldn't Want to Be on Apollo 13! by Ian 
Graham  
One Giant Leap by Robert Burleigh  
Mission to Pluto: The First Visit to an Ice Dwarf 
and the Kuiper Belt by Mary Kay Carson  

This book is for upper 
elementary kids. We hear 
about Neil Armstrong and 
Buzz Aldren but very little 
about the many people 
who worked on this 
project. This book is a 
fascinating look at the 
efforts needed to put two 
men on the moon. Team 
Moon is on my shelf, 
consider putting it on 
yours. 

Team Moon: How 
400,000 People Landed 
Apollo 11 on the Moon 
by Catherine Thimmesh

I like that this book has 
plenty of facts but also 
lovely illustrations and 
text that invoke a 
feeling of wonder at 
accomplishing such a 
journey. 

One Giant 
Leap by Robert 

Burleigh

International Space Station by Dr. Franklyn M. 
Branley 
The Mysteries of the Universe: Discover the best-
kept secrets of space by Will Gater 
Look Up!: Henrietta Leavitt, Pioneering Woman 
Astronomer by Robert Burleigh 
Caroline's Comets: A True Story by Emily Arnold 
McCully 
The Moon Book by Gail Gibbons 
The Magic School Bus Lost In The Solar System 
by Joanna Cole 
Find the Constellations by H. A. Rey 

Fiction: 
The Man in the Moon by William Joyce 
The Darkest Dark by Chris Hadfield 
You Are the First Kid on Mars by Patrick O'Brien 
Once Upon a Starry Night: A Book of 
Constellations by Jacqueline Mitton 
Zoo in the Sky: A Book of Animal Constellations 
by Jacqueline Mitton 



 
The Moon's the North Wind's Cooky 
The Moon's the North Wind's cooky.  
He bites it, day by day,  
Until there's but a rim of scraps  
That crumble all away. 

The South Wind is a baker.  
He kneads clouds in his den,  
And bakes a crisp new moon that . . . greedy  
North . . . Wind . . . eats . . . again! 
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Memory Work
      

“Those who have insight will shine 
brightly like the brightness of the 

expanse of heaven, and those who 
lead the many to righteousness, 
like the stars forever and ever.”  

Daniel 12:3

      

https://www.dropbox.com/s/eq4jjoxjf500m3v/Daniel.mp3?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/j16paxo1o2ccowc/moon.mp3?dl=0


The Heavens Declare Thy Glory Lord 
"The Heavens Declare Thy Glory Lord" was penned by the prolific English hymn writer the Rev. Isaac Watts in 
1719. Of his over 400 hymns, the psalms were one of his major topics of inspiration and he was inspired by 
Psalm 19 for this hymn’s text. It is most often sung to the hymn tune entitled Uxbridge, written by the American 
musician Lowell Mason in 1830. In musical terms this hymn is considered strophic because all the verses reuse 
the same melody.  

For each week of March focus on learning one verse of this hymn. You can begin by reading the text aloud, then 
sing it along with me each day.  

Try some of the following ideas throughout the month to help the song come alive for your students: 

Have your students draw what comes to mind after reading that week’s verse.  

Write the week’s verse on a board with blanks and have students sing and write the missing words.  

Pass a small ball around to each student and have them sing the next word or phrase of the folk song.  

Older children can also write the verses of the folk song in their own words or compose a new verse of their own. 
They can also discuss the themes and images of the text. This can be done in view of the individual verses or the 
song as a whole. 

You can find more hymn activities on Monday Music Musings Ep. 8 “5 Ways to Use Folk Songs for Language 
Arts”  

Other versions of this song for your family to compare and enjoy:  
Piano Accompaniment  
Guitar Arrangement  
Alternative Tune  
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Song

      

http://www.barefootabbey.com/m3
http://www.barefootabbey.com/m3
https://youtu.be/UG-2kMeAMNY
https://youtu.be/aSnXN9dInvw
https://youtu.be/p-ipI9gFPrE
https://www.dropbox.com/s/g3oqp0p34z1v2iw/The%20Heavens%20Declare%20Thy%20Glory%20Lord%20All%20Verses.mp3?dl=0


The Heavens Declare Thy Glory Lord 

1 The heav'ns declare Thy glory, Lord, 

in ev'ry star Thy wisdom shines; 

but when our eyes behold Thy Word, 

we read Thy Name in fairer lines. 

2 The rolling sun, the changing light, 

and nights and days Thy pow'r confess; 

but the blest volume Thou hast writ 

reveals Thy justice and Thy grace. 

3 Sun, moon, and stars convey Thy praise 

round the whole earth, and never stand: 

so when Thy truth began its race, 

it touched and glanced on ev'ry land. 

4 Nor shall Thy spreading gospel rest 

till through the world Thy truth has run, 

till Christ has all the nations blest 

that see the light, or feel the sun. 

5 Great Sun of Righteousness, arise, 

bless the dark world with heav'nly light; 

Thy gospel makes the simple wise; 

Thy laws are pure, Thy judgments right. 

6 Thy noblest wonders here we view 

in souls renewed and sins forgiv'n; 

Lord, cleanse my sins, my soul renew, 

and make Thy Word my guide to heav'n. 
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Song



Stars 
by Robert Lee Frost 

How countlessly they congregate 
O'er our tumultuous snow, 
Which flows in shapes as tall as trees 
When wintry winds do blow! 

As if with keenness for our fate, 
Our faltering few steps on 
To white rest, and a place of rest 
Invisible at dawn, 

And yet with neither love nor hate, 
Those starts like some snow-white 
Minerva's snow-white marble eyes 
Without the gift of sight. 

The Moonmen 
by Madison Julius Cawein 

I stood in the forest on HURON HILL 
When the night was old and the world was still. 

The Wind was a wizard who muttering strode 
In a raven cloak on a haunted road. 

The Sound of Water, a witch who crooned 
Her spells to the rocks the rain had runed. 

And the Gleam of the Dew on the fern's green 
tip 
Was a sylvan passing with robe a-drip. 

The Light of the Stars was a glimmering maid 
Who stole, an elfin, from glade to glade. 

    

The Scent of the Woods in the delicate air, 
A wildflower shape with chilly hair. 

And Silence, a spirit who sat alone 
With a lifted finger and eyes of stone. 

And it seemed to me these six were met 
To greet a greater who came not yet. 

And the speech they spoke, that I listened to, 
Was the archetype of the speech I knew. 

For the Wind clasped hands with the Water's 
rush, 
And I heard them whisper, Hush, oh, hush! 
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Poetry
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Activity Level Up
Read "Stars" by Robert Lee Frost

Spend some time looking through the photographs from 
Hubble. Which ones are your favorite? Draw some of your 
favorites in your learning notebook. 

Star Man Chalk Drawing

Chesley Bonestell is another artist who painted space from 
his imagination. Enjoy looking at his paintings and choose 
your favorite. 

Enjoy this music lesson. Classical Kids Music Lessons: What 
does outer space sound like?

Laugh at these outer space jokes. 

Learn more about Gustav Holst.

Take a tour of the solar system

Read "The Man in the Moon" by L. Frank Baum, author of 
the Wizard of Oz. Younger children might want to act out the 
man's adventures.

Read the Man in the Moon lore on 
Wikipedia. Try writing your own short 
myth about how the man came to be 
there.

Make a realistic moon with Foil-Printed Moon Craft. 

Take a video tour of the International Space Station

Do It

https://www.spacetelescope.org/images/viewall/
https://www.deepspacesparkle.com/star-man-chalk-drawing/
https://www.bonestell.org/Image-Gallery.aspx
https://www.classicalmpr.org/story/2020/03/18/classical-kids-music-lessons-what-does-outer-space-sound-like
https://www.funology.com/outer-space-jokes/
https://www.classicsforkids.com/composers/composer_profile.php?id=37
https://nineplanets.org/tour/
https://americanliterature.com/author/l-frank-baum/short-story/the-man-in-the-moon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Man_in_the_Moon%23:~:text=In%20Vietnamese%20mythology,%20the%20Man,was%20taken%20to%20the%20Moon.
https://www.adabofgluewilldo.com/foil-printed-moon-craft/
https://youtu.be/SOCixRhRGDw
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Strew It
Ravensburger The Solar System Puzzle 200pc 

Lunar Landscape Sensory Small World Play  

Astronomy for Kids: How to Explore Outer Space with Binoculars, a Telescope, or Just Your 
Eyes! by Dr. Bruce Betts. Add some binoculars, a nature journal, and a red light for night time 
nature journaling. 

Galaxy Playdough Area 

https://www.amazon.com/Ravensburger-Solar-System-Together-Perfectly/dp/B0014A7QO8/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=kids+puzzles+snow&qid=1605313259&s=toys-and-games&sr=1-4
https://theimaginationtree.com/lunar-landscape-sensory-small-world-play/
https://www.amazon.com/Astronomy-Kids-Explore-Binoculars-Telescope/dp/1641521430?tag=childh101-20
https://www.amazon.com/Astronomy-Kids-Explore-Binoculars-Telescope/dp/1641521430?tag=childh101-20
https://theimaginationtree.com/galaxy-play-dough-and-space-small-world/
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For More Exploration

Earn Your Badge
Once you have done your exploring 
each month you can complete the 

form to get your Explorations poster 
and sticker.

Visit a local planetarium and take in a show.  

Make some fun space snacks. Serve them with Tang or astronaut ice cream. 

Making a Comet in the Classroom. You can find dry ice at most grocery stores. 

https://www.go-astronomy.com/planetariums.htm
https://www.kidssoup.com/craft-and-resource/space-snack-ideas
https://www.amazon.com/Tang-Jumbo-Orange-Drink-Canister/dp/B07R7RH3TZ/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&fpw=pantry&keywords=tang&qid=1605369454&s=pantry&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Astronaut-Foods-Freeze-Dried-Sandwich-Variety/dp/B07BDBDT21/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&keywords=astronaut+food&qid=1605369507&sr=8-5
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/edu/teach/activity/create-a-comet-with-dry-ice/


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Month


