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Chapter 1 
• How was Charlotte Mason's view of children different from the prevailing view of her day? 

• How is it different than the prevailing view of children today? 

• On pg. 7 Macaulay states "Christians can't develop a Christian view of education by 

accepting the usual aims and views of our society and then adding a ‘Christian message’ or 

interpretation. No, we start from a different basis. We have another world view -- another 

people view!" Do you agree or disagree? 

• On pg. 9 Macaulay reminds us that Jesus tells us not to put stumbling blocks in front of our 

children. She states that some schools are nothing more than stumbling blocks for our 

children. Are we homeschool moms sometimes guilty of putting up stumbling blocks for our 

kids? 

• What stabilizing effect might ordinary families have on society? 

• What is the overall theme of chapter 1? 

• What arguments does Macaulay use to support her theme? 

Chapter 2 
• Pg. 12 suggests a deeper definition of "knowledge" than merely the accumulation of facts. 

What is knowledge? 

• What is “twaddle?” How is the definition offered in the book different and similar to the 

definition regularly thrown about in homeschool circles today? 

• What is the difference between education and vocational training? How do we reconcile this 

understanding of education with the need to create a transcript or prepare our children for a 

career? 

• What is the importance of play? What is the parent's role in play? 

• What are the characteristics of Charlotte Mason's method of reading to children as described 

in the book. How does this different from the methods of sharing books with children that we 

commonly see in schools today? 

• What is "literary power?” Name some books that have "literary power.” Is it relative or 

absolute? 
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Chapter 3 
• Does Macaulay's writings on in this chapter convict you to make any changes in the way you 

"do discipline" in your home? 

• What is the responsibility of the child in the discipline dynamic. What should they be 

expected to do? 

• List three responsibilities of the parent in the discipline dynamic. What should they be 

expected to do? 

• Do you agree with Mason on the idea of "prompt, mechanical obedience?" How do you 

ensure you do not "add extra burdens that will clutter up the child's life?” 

• What is your favorite Bible verse or story about discipline or obedience? Be prepared to 

share or discuss. 

• What practical questions do you have about discipline that the group can help you 

brainstorm solutions for? 

• What struck you most in this chapter and why? 

Chapter 4 
• Has education changed from the education CM described (the passage in the beginning of 

chapter 4)? 

• Which of the 20 principles speaks to you most? 

• Which of the principles do you struggle with most? 

• Which of the principles do you feel you do well? 

• According to CM how should we motivate students? 

• What are some aspects that make up the "atmosphere" of education? 

• What are some ways we can help children achieve the habits of discipline? 

• What are some ways we can bring "life" to our homeschools? 
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Chapter 5 
• What did Charlotte Mason mean when she referred to education as “a science of 

relationships?” 

• Do you have memories of developing relationships like this of your own? 

• What relationships do you model for your children? How? What is in the “bundle of life” (pg. 

92) that you share as a family? 

• On pg. 104, Macaulay says, “Get out of the way. Let the child, God, and His Word be alone 

together. Let them work out their own relationship.” What are some practical ways we can 

accomplish this? 

• Regarding literature, Mason and Macaulay encourage us to “spread the feast” (pg. 113). 

What does she mean by this and what might this look in family life? 

• On pages 117-119, Macaulay discusses the child’s “center of gravity?” How do you interpret 

that term? 

• What is narration and how does it promote relationships? 

• Do you have specific questions about approaching any of the subjects discussed in the 

chapter with a view to relationships? Do you have specific things you are doing at home in 

any subject area to help your children establish relationships? 

Chapter 6 
• Charlotte Mason’s motto for her PNEU was, “I am, I can, I ought, I will.” Taking each of these 

phrases, one at a time, how could we restate these ideas? 

• How do you think your children might benefit if they were to internalize the concepts within 

this motto? 

• How does this motto compare/contrast with some of the more prevalent cultural ideas 

today? 

• What are some of the developmental considerations we need to keep in mind regarding 

these principles? 

• What do you think we can do to strengthen our wills, so that we will do what we ought? 

• After describing various pictures of the “abundant life” on pages 154-155, Macaulay asks, “Is 

all of this a kind of fairy tale?” What do you think? 

• What is your biggest take-away from this chapter? From the book as a whole? 
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